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SUBECT:  yisit to Norway of House Committee on Interstate and
Foreign Commerce

r—_ Eight members of the House Committee on Interstate and Faraign-"
Commerce, accompanied by Staff Member Dr. Andrew Stevenson and Mr.
William Tayler of SAS and Mr, william MeEvoy of PAA, have just visited
Oslo. Members of the Congressional Cemmittes on the Oslo visit were:

Rep. Oren Harris, Chairman | L 7 e
Rep. John Bell Willlams L&M'o*r/ 4
Rep. Morgan M. Moulder 740 éWF

Rep. Walter Rogers

Rep. Charles A. Wolvertom
Rep. Joseph P. OtHara
Rep. James I. Dolliver
Rep. Steven B. Derounian

Congressman Harris exercized effective leadership over the group.
The committee was called periodically to meetings to plan their
pregram and in each case the schedule was followed.

The committee arrived fifteen minutes early, at 7:10 on Friday
evening, September 30, They were met by the Charge d'Affaires, a.i.
and a group of Embassy officers who had been named Escort Officers.
The Congressmen were driven to their hotel in the personal cars of
the Escort Offlcers.

A press conference was neld at the hotel immediately after the
arrival of the committee. Enclosure 1 is a translation of the news
{tem which appeared in the Saturday afternoon (October 1) issue of

{conservative) Aftenposten.

: Embassy wives assisted the Congressmen in their Saturday morning
shopning.

At 10:45 a.m. on Saturday, the Committee met in the office of
the Charge dtAffaires for a very short briefing on the history in
Norway of the Salk polio vaccine and then, accompanied by the Econogic
Counselor, preceeded to the office of Dr. Karl EVANG, Chief of the °

rwegian Health service. An exchange of views took place there on
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}vaceinatian against polio and in response to a few general questions
Dr. Bvang described briefly the extent of sociallzed medicine in
Norway. It was brought out at the meeting that there had been some
disappointment in Norway at the impossibility last May of cobtaining
the Salk vaecine, that next spring Norway will probably wish to
purchase some of the best vagcine that will be available, that
Norwegian pharmaceutical companies will probably not find it profit-
able to produce polio vaeeine, and that the Government laboratory
which might produce the vaccine will probably not bhe built until

two years from now. Several of the Congresamen commented very favor-
ably on Dr. Evang's presentation of the situation in Norway.

The Charge dtaffaires gave a& luncheon fbr the visiting congres-~
sional committee at the Embassy residence at 12:30 p.m. on Saturday.
The total number of guests was 36, including the Minister of Commerce
Arne SKAUG, the Secretary~-Ganeral of the Foreign Office, R.B. SKYLSTAD,
and a number of prominent Norwegiam officials and Norweglan and
American businessmen.

After the luncheon the Congressmen were taken on & three-hour
sight-seeing tour of the eity.

In the evening mambers of the Delegation were entertained in
officerst homes.

At 8:45 a.m. on Saturday morning the committee left by air for
Steckholm.

There were no untoward incidents and on the basis of numerous
compliments 1t appeared that the ¢committee was well pleased with its

stay in Oslo.

Hayden Raynor
Charge daffaires, a.i.

Ene. 1: Translation of news item appearing in
afternoon edition of Aftenposten (conservative),
Oetober 1, 1955.

Enc. 2: Five clippings of news item appearing in
afternoon edition of Aftenposten (conservative),
October 1, 1955,
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